
      

 

May 20, 2026 
 
Sound Transit Board of Directors 
401 S. Jackson Street 
Seattle, WA 98104 
 
Dear Chair Somers and Members of the Sound Transit Board, 
 
We are writing today to acknowledge the significant work underway through the Enterprise 
Initiative and to express our support for the Board’s efforts to address Sound Transit’s long-
term financial challenges while advancing the Sound Transit 3 program. 
 
We recognize the complexity of the decisions before you. Rising costs, evolving economic 
conditions, and the scale of the ST3 program require difficult trade-offs. We appreciate the 
Board’s commitment to developing a path forward that maintains regional connectivity, 
supports future growth, and delivers the promises made to voters. 
 
At the same time, we urge the Board to ensure that mitigation for impacts, particularly 
for the Ballard Link Extension project in downtown Seattle, remains a core priority and 
is not reduced as part of cost-saving measures. The project’s downtown segment – from 
SODO, Chinatown-International District, the commercial and retail core, South Lake 
Union, to Seattle Center – passes through the region’s economic and cultural center, 
supporting hundreds of thousands of jobs, residents, and visitors each year. Maintaining 
access, mobility, and a functioning public realm during construction is essential for the 
health of downtown. 
 
The Ballard Link Extension will involve 10 to 13 years of construction across downtown, 
with multiple stations built in one of the most complex and active urban environments in 
the region. Prolonged disruptions to access, circulation, and business operations, 
combined with overlapping construction activity, have the potential to create lasting 
economic consequences if not carefully managed. 
 
As the Board evaluates options to improve affordability, we respectfully emphasize that 
mitigation is not ancillary to project delivery. It is fundamental to it. A successful expansion 
of light rail depends on the ability of downtown residents, businesses, and institutions to 
remain viable and accessible throughout construction. 
 
We also wish to highlight the potential elimination of the South Lake Union Station as part 
of all Enterprise Initiative approaches. South Lake Union is one of the region’s densest and 



      

 

fastest-growing neighborhoods, with significant employment, residential, and economic 
activity today and with capacity to accommodate more housing and jobs in the future. 
 
The loss of a station in this neighborhood will have long-term consequences that must be 
fully understood and addressed. If the Board decides to eliminate the South Lake Union 
Station, it is imperative that Sound Transit identify and commit to meaningful 
mitigation for the mobility, economic, and community impacts this decision would 
create. These mitigation measures should be informed by the impacts identified in the 
upcoming Ballard Link Extension Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 
 
We support the successful delivery of light rail while preserving the vitality of downtown 
throughout construction. We stand ready to work collaboratively with Sound Transit, the 
City of Seattle, and other partners to ensure that mitigation strategies are thoughtful, 
comprehensive, and responsive to the scale of this effort. 
 
Thank you for your leadership and for your continued commitment to delivering a system 
that serves the entire region. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

 

 

Lisa Howard 
Executive Director 
Alliance for Pioneer Square 

Rob Johnson 
Executive Director 
Seattle Center Foundation 
 

 

  
Jared Axelrod  
Senior Manager of Public Policy 
Amazon 

Jennifer LeMaster 
President & CEO 
Seattle Convention Center 
 
 
 
 



      

 

 
 

Jessi Wasson 
Deputy Director 
Inspire Washington 
 

Bob Donegan 
Secretary 
Seattle Historic Waterfront 
Association 
 

 

  
Maria Yang 
Acting CEO,  
Chief Development & Project Officer 
Benaroya Hall 
 

Christian Halliburton 
Deputy General Counsel & Senior 
Director, Government & External 
Affairs 
Seattle Mariners 
 

 

 
Michelle Bufano 
Executive Director 
Chihuly Garden and Glass 

Joe Nguyễn 
President & CEO 
Seattle Metropolitan Chamber of 
Commerce 
 

  
Lori Hill 
Executive Vice President 
Clise Properties 

James Robinson 
General & Artistic Director 
Seattle Opera 
 

 

 
Morgan Littlefield 
Director, City and Community Partnerships  
Climate Pledge Area 

Jeff Herrmann 
Managing Director 
Seattle Rep 



      

 

 
 

Julia Beabout 
Chair 
Downtown Community Council 

Maria Yang 
Acting CEO, Chief Development & 
Project Officer 
Seattle Symphony 
 

  
John Scholes 
President & CEO 
Downtown Seattle Association 

Stacey Segal 
President 
South Lake Union Community 
Council 

 

 

Patrick D’Amelio  
CEO 
FareStart 
 
 

Ron Sevart 
President & CEO 
Space Needle 

 
 

Zach Hensley 
Vice President of Operations 
First & Goal, Inc 
 
 

John Bradshaw 
Managing Director 
Union Arts Center 

  
Ethan Raup 
CEO 
KEXP 
 

Aaron Hoard 
Director of the Office of Regional & 
Community Engagement 
University of Washington 
 



      

 

 

 
John Gillespie 
Senior Vice President of Construction Services 
Kilroy Realty Corporation 

Rick Hooper 
Chair 
Uptown Alliance 

 

 
Ryan Smith 
President 
Martin Smith INC 
 

Bill Leedom 
Managing Director 
Urban Renaissance Group LLC 

  
Toni Godwin Sells 
Chief Operations Officer 
Museum of Pop Culture 
 

Denise Moriguchi  
President & CEO 
Uwajimaya 
 

 
 

Danielle Duvall 
Executive Director 
NAIOP Washington 
 

Ada Healy 
Chief Real Estate Officer 
Vulcan Real Estate 
 

  
Steve McConnell 
Board Chair, Managing Partner 
NBBJ 

Tammy Caravan 
President & CEO 
Visit Seattle 
 
 

 

Jane Lewis 
Downtown Resident 

Jared Jonson 
Executive Director 
SCIDpda 

 



      

 

 
  

 


